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of the civil constitution of the clergy. The constitu-
tional liberals lamented the statesman who had shown
his moderation in the debates on the veto, on the right
of peace and war, on the law against emigration. The
more moderate members of the Eight regretted that
the man whom they had feared and hated as their most
dangerous enemy should have died at the very moment
when they hoped that he was about to become their
most useful' friend.

Certainly the contrast between Mirabeau distrusted
and shunned at the opening of the Estates as a dis-
honourable adventurer, and Mirabeau followed to the
grave within less than two years by a mourning nation,
is striking, but not more striking than the contrast
between the reverent pomp with which he was laid in
the Pantheon and the careless indignity with which, three
years later, his uncoffined remains were cast out to
mingle with the nameless mould in some corner of a
desecrated graveyard.

It is probable that the popularity of the living
Mirabeau would have waned not less swiftly than that
of the dead. He would have been crushed under the
hopes which he must have disappointed. He had to a
great extent bought his popularity by heavy draughts
payable in the future. He died before they fell due, and
was sincerely lamented by all who held his paper. Had
he lived we cannot say how each individual creditor would
have fared, whether some would have been paid in full,
while the claims of others were wholly repudiated, or
whether a moderate composition would have been offered
to all. But one thing is certain, that his capital would
have proved even more unequal to meet the demands